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Rising First Grade Teacher On Board  
 

The College of Teachers is excited to share the hiring of our new First Grade 
teacher.  Our school was blessed this year with a number of qualified candi-
dates (both experienced and new graduates), each with their own unique set of 
gifts.  We conducted two interviews with each candidate, invited them into the 
classroom to teach a practice lesson and thoroughly checked references.  Addi-
tionally, we took into consideration the wise input of the Kindergarten teachers, 
who know the individual children and the overall dynamics of the class.   
 
Our choice, Ms. Amanda Mutrux, brings many gifts that we feel will successfully 
guide the rising First Grade through their Eighth Grade journey.   Ms. Mutrux is 
Waldorf trained and taught Fourth and Fifth Grade at Cedar Springs prior to the 
birth of her first child. While away from our school, Ms. Mutrux has had a Wal-
dorf-inspired home daycare and has substituted at a number of local Waldorf 
schools.  We are excited to welcome her and her son Asa (joining our Kinder-
garten) to the school.   
 
Look for Ms. Mutrux as our Mayfaire Queen, Saturday, May 15! 
 
Paula ThompSon  
For the Hiring Committee 

Spring Concert  
Friday, April 30th  

6:30 pm  
Federated Church in Placerville  

 
Friends and family are welcome for a lovely concert          
performed by our Fourth through Eighth Grades. 
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Cedar Springs is blessed with supportive community members, family and friends.  Look at the  
exciting news this month about how, together, we are making a difference for our school: 
 

Auction Profits Total $69,960!                                                                                                       
Our budgeted goal for Auction proceeds this year was $50,000 and we exceeded it:  $69,960 total 
net profit!!  (This includes the restricted $8,650 fund-an-item for new amphitheater seating and 
greening our campus; total unrestricted net profit = $60,960).  This is even more than we made last 
year, which is significant in our current economy. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of our community and beyond for your donations of time, energy, talent, 
expenses and valuable prizes ï your gifts made all the difference!  
 

Want to do something really exciting?  CSWS dad Aidan Maguire would like more 
people to experience the thrill of high sierra hiking and has extended his auc-
tion donation sign up to include four more people.   This will be an amazing,  
rugged hike out of Wrights Lake.  More than half the hike is off trail.  It will take in an 
8,700 peak, waterfalls, an obscure lake and incredible vistas.  Need to be in good 
shape.  Hike will be on August 22, 2010 and take approximately six hours.  Mini-
mum age is 12 years old.  The hike is $40 per person and goes directly to CSWS!  
Sign up in the office. 
 

CSWS Receives $25,000  for Arts and Music Program!  
Thanks to the Sahm Family Foundation, CSWS recently received $25,000 to support our arts and 
music curriculum.  These funds are to be used to ñfurther development of our Faculty in order to 
deepen the quality of their artistic instruction, as well as the addition of more classes and supplies 
for our arts and music programò.  We are deeply appreciative and excited about receiving these 
funds to support such integral programs to Waldorf education!  The College of Teachers will be 
working with the Board and Administration to best utilize this generous gift.   

 

Annual Giving Campaign Still Seeking 100%  
Has your family contributed to Annual Giving yet this school year?  If not, we are still seeking 100% 
participation  from all of our families.  This fund is significant for the general operations of our school 
and full participation helps us seek further grants and funding from outside sources. 

 

Contributions can be made monthly through automatic deductions or in a lump sum.  All donations 
are fully tax deductible. 
 

Fun Family Night Out at Lotus -Hennsington Park ï Letôs Do it Again! 
We had a great turnout and lots of fun for all ages at last Fridayôs CSWS Family Night Out at Lotus-
Hennsington Park.  Kites, scooters, bikes, rollerblades, volleyball, badminton, picnic blankets and 
more checkered the large open grassy field and paved paths with kids and parents having a great 
time.  Thanks to Cheryl Romig, for such a fun, relaxing event for families! 
 

It was so much fun, weôre planning to do it again this Friday, April 23
 
(5:00 pm to dusk).   Every-

oneôs welcome ï bring a picnic dinner and something to do. 
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Mark Your Calendars!    

All Community Work Party & Potluck  
 

Saturday, April 24  
9:00 am ð 1:00 pm  

Childcare Provided (for CSWS students)  

 

Drop by anytime to help work on our campus grounds.  Bring your own 
tools, water bottle and a potluck dish to share.  
 
We need extra wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes and brooms, so please bring 
yours, if you can.  Contact Scott Krieger/Dudley Land for more information 
or to help before or after the work party. 
 
Task List: 

 

General Campus cleanup, rake leaves and pathways, weeding of gardens, etc. 

Fix the irrigation outside Lily KG 

Straighten games shed door 

Install control unit on garden valves including electricity 

Complete Music Garden fence with cyclone fencing 

Irrigate the Memory Garden and center courtyard (Manny DeAquino and Elizabeth Standeven) 

Trim trees (young shoots) on all ornamental plum trees at upper campus 

Weed and tidy where needed 

Fix railing at Third Grade 

Install the roofing on the new awning ï Don Roberts lead 

Replace the sink on the Fifth/Eighth Grade deck 

Weed whacking where needed 

Fix gates - Upper Campus outside Fourth Grade, and KG at roundabout 

Plumber needed to fix the White Feather water fountain 

Chain saw tree rounds in goat pen and haul away 
 

Wish List  

Redwood/cedar chip for ground cover (10 yards) 

Picnic tables 
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What's Up with Parent Guild?  

 
The flurry of activity at Cedar Springs is a sure sign that the end of the school year is fast approach-
ing. The Parent Guild Steering Committee will meet for the final time this year on April 27 at 8:40 in 
the meeting room at Placerville Raleyôs.  At this time we will reflect on the current year and make 
plans for the next year.  Remember, all parents who have a child attending Cedar Springs are mem-
bers of the Parent Guild and an integral part of the three-fold team that governs the school.  As a  
result, parents are encouraged to come to the Parent Guild Steering Committee meetings and learn 
more about how our membership helps support the operations of the school.  
 
If you have any questions, please call co-chair Laura Hauge at 677-5379. 

UPDATE EDITOR:   Many kudos to Lisa Tracy who has served as our capable and 

good-natured Newsletter Editor this year.  Unfortunately, Lisa will be moving on from 

this responsibility after the May issue, so we are looking for a new Editor to begin in 

June (or sooner for training).  Talk to Lynn Morgan or Monica Ness for more infor-

mation. 

 

WEEDEATING:  Thank you Dudley Land for taking a ñwhackò at some of the weeds around campus 

over Spring Break.  Got a couple of hours to help Dudley out?  If so, we could use a few more self-

initiated helpers anytime after school or on weekends. 

 

FIREWOOD REMOVAL :  Thank you to Chris Cockburn and Steve Morgan (Michael and Kendall 

Curtisô Grandpa) for taking care of the wood debris in the goat pen over Spring Break.  Anyone who 

would like to help haul away the rest of the FREE FIREWOOD outside of the pen is welcome to it. 

 

EBAY/CRAIGSLIST SCHOOL SALES:  Thank you to Margaret Fichtner who is working on selling 

a few consignment items for CSWS. Anyone else willing to help out to benefit Cedar Springs? 

Yearbook Photos  
 
The Class of 2011 is leading the charge in creating our school Yearbook.  We 
have created a photo sharing account so you can easily send us any photos of 
events from this school year to:  http://cswsyearbookphotos.shutterfly.com/.  Send 
your photos to this site or Class of 2011 parent, Lori Lasecke at llasecke@aol.com. 
 
Each class will have a designated page in the Yearbook which is due to Lori by April 30 . 
If you do not already have a designated parent working on your classôs page, please let your 

teacher know ASAP if you can help. 

 

 

Helping Hands Hotline    

http://cswsyearbookphotos.shutterfly.com/#%3aemid%3dsite_addmembers%26cid%3dSHARE3SXXXX
mailto:llasecke@aol.com
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What, in the World, is a Modern-Day  Knight? 

An Introduction to the Sixth Grade Knighting Project 

 
As is customary in the Sixth Grade, my students and I spent wonderful main 
lesson periods in the dark of winter exploring the history of the Middle Ages.  
Through our studies and explorations we met many extraordinary people: 
Charlemagne, Eleanor of Aquitaine and Richard the Lionhearted, to name a 
few.  Inspiring and amazing stories of oaths sworn and alliances forged paint a 
rich canvas of honor and dedication to a higher purpose.  While our knighting 
project was launched at the beginning of February when we were steeped in 
the ancient impulse of knighthood, my task as a class teacher has been to 

guide the Sixth Graders into an understanding of what they can do in their own realm of the modern 
world to be honorable and upright individuals. 
 
As part of our classroom discussions, the students identified the attributes of a modern day knight.  
Some of the traits and qualities mentioned were: self-control, enthusiasm, generosity, honesty,  
courage, ingenuity, patience, strength, leadership, compassion, integrity, selflessness, open-
mindedness, trust, loyalty, caring and fortitude.   Each of these characteristics, they agreed, was 
worth pursuing. 
 
The Sixth Grader is now old enough to begin to consider how her/his actions meet the world.  Each 
Sixth Grader is committed to striving toward two attributes at home and school.  Each studentôs striv-
ing and struggling is unique and personal and each familyôs support of this project is inspiring and 
indispensible. 
 
As many classes have done before us, we have focused our class activities on community service, a 
beginning etiquette class with Suzanne-Marie English, an in-depth interview with an admired person 
and a number of other challenges that provide opportunities for personal growth, family participation 
and classroom improvement.  As the students near the end of the year and the knighting ceremony, 
their progress will be evaluated.  If a student does not achieve their goals this school year, they will 
have time to work toward another ceremony at the beginning of the next school year.  The knighting 
ceremony will not only signify a completion, but an opportunity for new responsibilities and an eleva-
tion in their striving.  Future activities will include independent community service, campus leader-
ship and advanced etiquette training. 
 
On Friday, April 23, the students have been invited to participate in the Night of Contemplation.  
They will meet together for lively conversations around the fire and then take up solitary refuge in a 
tent to consider three questions.  Each studentôs questions will be focused on their 
own goals and strivings, and the struggles they have faced thus far.  When they 
wake on Saturday morning they will be on their way to the final portion of this yearôs 
challenges.  Each deed sets us forward on our striving path, each step is a gift to 
the world. 
 
Amy Elder, Sixth Grade Teacher 

Class Events    
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Scrip News  
 

2009 Scrip Revenue Up From 2008  
Another school year is winding down but the CSWS Scrip Program goes year round.  With the addition of the 
Nugget/Food4Less and SaveMart scrip programs, our total 2009 scrip revenue increased over 2008 by $900 
to bring in more than $7,000!  We also saw small increases in every one of our scrip programs including Ri-
ley's/Bel Air, Safeway, Target, eScrip Online Mall, eScrip Recycling and eScrip Visa revenue.  That means 
more of you are using one or more of the programs.  Just imagine how much money we would make if we 
had 100% participation instead of about 40%. 
 

Our scrip program is free, easy money for our school.  If you buy groceries, shop online, or buy anything, you 
can benefit CSWS without even trying.  Friends and family can also participate.   
 

New CSWS Capital One Visa Card ð Only 7 Cardholders So Far and Weôve Raised $500! 
As you know, the eScrip Visa card rewards program ended 12/31/09 and Jim Curtis set up a new CSWS Visa 
card through Capital One.  So far we have seven cardholders and have raised over $500 since last  
November!  When you apply, Capital One donates to CSWS: 
 

$50 after your first purchase 

2% of your gas and grocery store purchases 

1% of all your other purchases 

Up to 10% of purchases made at select merchants 
 

So if youôre looking for a new credit card for business or personal use, please consider this card.  You can 
choose one of the three pre-designed cards or download your favorite photo and  create your own card.   

 

 

   

 Fourth Grade Play,  
 �7�K�H���7�K�H�I�W���R�I���7�K�R�U�¶�V���+�D�P�P�H�U 

 

APPLY FOR YOUR CSWS VISA CARD TODAY  
www.cardlabconnect.com/cedarspringsvisacard  

Be sure to register your new card at www.eScrip.com so we can get even more money  
from eScrip merchants. 


